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4 NEW CUNEIFORM RELEASES   - OUT JANUARY 29, 2008!!!!!

(See bottom of news for DETAILED INFO on the new releases.)

THE BROTHERHOOD OF BREATH – ECLIPSE AT DAWN – CD (Rune 262) 

Genre: JAZZ

BEAT CIRCUS – DREAMLAND – CD (Rune 264)  

Genre: ROCK / POST-ROCK / POST CABARET / NEW WEIRD AMERICANA

MATS/MORGAN BAND –  HEAT BEATS LIVE  + TOURBOOK 1991-2007 by 





MORGAN AGREN – CD+DVD (Rune 265-266)

Genre:  ROCK  / JAZZ-ROCK  / FUSION

PLANETA IMAGINARIO – *BIOMASA* – CD (Rune 268)

Genre: ROCK / JAZZ ROCK/ FUSION

Ahleuchatistas 

Ahleuchatistas will be touring parts of the US in spurts, writing new music, and re-issuing their second album, "The Same and the Other", on Tzadik in February.
Beat Circus

Beat Circus is preparing for a tour of the east coast in February 2008 to celebrate the release of the new album Dreamland produced by Martin Bisi. The tour dates run Feb 6-16, 2008 and will include shows with some of our favorite artists, including HUMANWINE, Nervous Cabaret, O'Death, The Cassettes, Flaming Fire, and Hallelujah The Hills.

02.06 Providence, RI - AS220

02.07 Portland, ME - Space Gallery +

02.08 Asbury Park, NJ - Asbury Lanes ^

02.09 New York, NY - Knitting Factory ^#%

02.10 Washington DC  - Black Cat %

02.11 Chapel Hill - WXYC (live interview and performance, 9PM EST)

02.12 Atlanta, GA - Eyedrum

02.13 Raleigh, NC - Nightlight -

02.14 Philadelphia, PA - The Khyber ~

02.15 Brooklyn, NY - Union Pool !

02.16 Cambridge, MA - Middle East Downstairs #*&

+ with Arborea

^ with Nervous Cabaret

# with HUMANWINE

* with O'DEATH

% with The Cassettes

- with Kristy Kruger

! with Flaming Fire

& with Hallelujah The Hills

~ with West Philadelphia Orchestra

Beat Circus was formed in 2002 by singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Brian Carpenter. His latest incarnation of Beat Circus delivers Southern Gothic tales of children, dreams, fatherhood, revenge, redemption, and murder.  

In Summer 2006 Beat Circus began recording Dreamland, the first installment of Brian Carpenter's Weird American Gothic trilogy, with legendary NY producer Martin Bisi (Sonic Youth, Foetus, Swans, The Dresden Dolls).  Dreamland is an Epic fantasy 150-page score for 12 musicians based on historical figures associated with the turn-of-the-century Coney Island theme park of the same name which burned in a devastating fire in 1911.  Dreamland features the second incarnation of Beat Circus (2005-2006), namely, violinist Kaethe Hostetter, cellist Julia Kent (Antony & the Johnsons), saxophonist Briggan Krauss (Sex Mob), accordionist Alec K. Redfearn and drummer Matt McLaren (The Eyesores), banjoist Brandon Seabrook, trombonist Curtis Hasselbring (Golem), and tubist Ron Caswell (Slavic Soul Party).

In Summer 2007 Carpenter debuted the third incarnation of Beat Circus in Boston and NYC with a new concept and sound to develop the second installment of his Weird American Gothic trilogy, personal songs about family and fatherhood in the tradition of Southern Gospel songwriters and Southern Gothic literature.  This latest incarnation has included guitarist/banjoist Andrew Stern, bassist/guitarist Paul Dilley (Reverend Glasseye, HUMANWINE), violist Jordan Voelker, violinist Paran Amiranazari, Beat Circus mainstay Ron Caswell on tuba, trombonist Doug LaRosa, drummer Gavin McCarthy (Karate, Cul De Sac), and Ches Smith (Secret Chiefs 3).

"Beat Circus has created a singular intriguing sonic identity by filtering certain bizarre old-time American and European pre-jazz styles through a progressive contempoary fearlessness" -- Weekly Planet

"Their narrative songs evoke cabaret, Wild West saloons, circus sideshows and Old World gypsies...but the prodigious musicianship and stylistic miscegenation is all modern; the results, refreshingly entertaining" -- AAJ New York

"They could be the house band from the dark carnival in Ray Bradbury's Something Wicked This Way Comes..." -- Creative Loafing

http://www.myspace.com/beatcircus
http://www.myspace.com/beatcircusdreamland
Gregg Bendian (The Mahavishnu Project)

Mahavishnu Project drummer Gregg Bendian will tour this spring with Genesis repertory group, The Musical Box throughout the US and Canada. Aggregate Music is planning a spring release for "Research & Development,” Bendian's first disc of solo percussion works since his critically acclaimed "Definite Pitch" was released in 1994. 
Birdsongs of the Mesozoic

(Notes from the Mesozoic)
PERFORMANCES
Atlanta-based African-American spiritual singer Oral Moses traveled to Boston in late December for a rare live performance of the unusual Extreme Spirituals collaboration with Birdsongs of the Mesozoic.  The performance took place on New Year's Eve at the historic Emmanuel Church as part of Boston's annual First Night events.  A recording of this work was released by Cuneiform last year.  Oral Moses is internationally known for his extensive repertoire of spirituals and art songs, and for his incredible bass-baritone voice.  Extreme Spirituals includes live and processed vocals by Moses with innovative instrumental arrangements by Birdsongs.

www.oralmoses.com
This winter Birdsongs will begin rehearsing new material for a 13th release, their first CD of new instrumental music since 2003's acclaimed The Iridium Controversy.  The as-yet untitled disc is scheduled for 2009 release on Cuneiform.  Erik Lindgren has been working on several compositions for the CD, and Ken Field finished 4 new pieces during his November 2007 residency fellowship at The MacDowell Colony in New Hampshire.

Birdsongs is planning to perform some of this new material in the spring, tentatively in early May at the Broad Institute Theater in Cambridge, MA in conjunction with the 2nd Annual Cambridge Science Fair.

NEWS
Ken Field's improvisational street beat brass band the Revolutionary Snake Ensemble will release Forked Tongue, a follow-up to their award winning debut Year of the Snake, on Cuneiform in May 2008.  The CD will include a unique treatment of Billy Idol's 80's hit "White Wedding", along with material by Field, Ornette Coleman, and others.

www.RevolutionarySnakeEnsemble.org
myspace.com/revolutionarysnakeensemble
Ken Field's original score for the Bridgman/Packer Dance piece Under the Skin was performed recently at Rhode Island College in Providence and at the Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston.  Upcoming performances include the Alabama Dance Festival (January 18-20, 2008), the Flynn Center in Vermont (March 28, 2008), and Dance Umbrella in Austin, Tx (June 13-14).

www.bridgmanpacker.org • www.innova.mu
www.birdsongsofthemesozoic.org  • info@birdsongsofthemesozoic.org
myspace.com/birdsongsofthemesozoic   •  myspace.com/extremespirituals
David Borden / Mother Mallard

1.  I am still retooling the band so that most everything we do is contained on Apple Laptops using REASON software for live performance.  Besides me, Blaise Bryski and David Yearsley are the other keyboardists.  Conrad Alexander plays  the MalletKat.  All of the above instruments are connected to the laptops via USB cables.  The other band member is electric guitarist, Gabe Borden.

In addition, Noni Korf Vidal and her husband Franck have joined Mother Mallard as digital video artists.

2. The current project involves producing a promotional DVD.  This will feature short interviews with David and Gabriel Borden as well as clips showing the band playing from it's recent repertoire.  Also included will be some images from past incarnations of the band.  Most notably, there will be excerpts from a new piece honoring Ruth St. Denis and Ted Shawn who together had much to do with inventing modern dance.  This 30-minute piece was a huge success when we premiered it at Cornell University last September.  It is the first of several pieces that will use live video projection.  Franck and Noni act as VJs and each performance is slightly different. I plan to send this DVD to various presenters at colleges and universities to hopefully arrange a 70th birthday tour during the 2008 - 2009 and 2009 - 2010 seasons.

3.  Finally, the Mother Mallard web page is undergoing some basic changes with a new URL.  I hope this will be done within the next month.   the new WEB address is  http://www.mothermallard.com/ but is not finished.
Djam Karet

After more then twenty years together, Djam Karet is still alive and making music!

Djam Karet is currently discussing the creation of a new CD. But we have not yet figured out exactly what style or focus the CD will have. Also the title and release date are not yet known. It will be difficult for us to make an album better then our previous release “Recollection Harvest”, but we would like to try. Also, Chuck Oken, jr and Gayle Ellett have created a side-group of Electronic synth music, called Ukab Maerd. And we are planning on recording and releasing a CD of this music soon. Digitally recorded tunes from a few live shows can be heard at our site: www.myspace.com/UkabMaerd  Chuck Oken, jr is also planning on releasing some of his solo Electronic synth work on CD soon. Using his great collection of vintage analog synths, Mellotron, and modular & digital synths, his music has a beautifully dark and moody sound. Also, Gayle Ellett’s new all-acoustic side-group FERNWOOD will be releasing their new CD “Almeria” by about March 1st 2008. Working with his friend Todd Montgomery, this pastoral and dreamy album is filled with the beautiful sounds of sitar, Greek & Irish bouzoukis, ruan, mandolin, guitar, harmonium, bulbul tarang, oud, gimbri, and other traditional World instruments. You can hear 5 of these tunes at: www.virb.com/Fernwood 

For additional information about Djam Karet, please visit our main website at: www.DjamKaret.com
Doctor Nerve

From Nick Didkovsky...

Feb. 15th 2008, 7:00pm

Doctor Nerve, Bone, Sirius String Quartet at Whitney Museum of American Art (Madison ave at 75th street, NYC)

Nick has been invited to do a "composer's showcase"... we'll open with Tube Mouth Bow String for string quartet and four talkboxes, followed by Zero Waste for solo piano and computer-generated score, then a set by Bone (Didkovsky/ Hugh Hopper/ John Roulat), finishing with a set by Doctor Nerve.

If that's not enough, Ben Herrington of Meridian Arts Ensemble is joining Nerve for these shows.

Should be slammin'. Free admission.

Feb. 16th, 2008

Doctor Nerve and Bone double bill. Oh my lord this will be sick. Bunch of new Nerve tunes, too. And yes Ben Herrington is playing with Nerve tonight as well.

Orion Sound Studios    2903 Whittington Ave   Suite C,  Baltimore, MD

http://www.orionsound.com/

Premiere of new Didkovsky piece for Glass Farm Ensemble

March 16th at the Baryshnikov Arts Center, NYC

http://www.glassfarm.org
March 30, 2008, 7:30 PM

Didkovsky's Slim In Beaten Dreamers for brass quintet and drum set

Performed in LA's dazzling Walt Disney Concert Hall by CalArts New Millennium Performers, Wind and Brass Ensemble

http://www.laphil.com/tickets/performance_detail.cfm?id=3164
Peter Frohmader

News from the Crypt ! 

[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]
Two brandnew DVDs are available...

on NTSC

Peter Frohmader's NEKROPOLIS

COMPILATION I  (1988 - 2007)   73 Min.

COMPILATION II (1973 - 2007) 100 Min.

including rare documents like live tracks incl.visuals,

concert excerpts, experimental films, TV features and so on...

Music & Paintings as expected?

Please contact me for further information: Peter Frohmader - peterfrohmader@compuserve.de

Hamster Theatre

Hamster Theatre is currently on hold while Thinking Plague gears up for its European shows. After that, work will begin on the next HT installment, tentatively titled "Desert." We are also compiling the ORIGINAL MASTERS (by Bob Drake!) of our CD "Carnival Detournement", which will be the next pressing of the now out-of-print Cuneiform release. Thanks to Steve F. for getting the ball rolling!

Last year we had the pleasure of playing for some RABID fans who were in town for the Gentle Giant On Reflection Gathering. What a great audience! Thanks to all for coming.

This weekend Bob Drake is in town, and some of us will open for him in a loose improvised way as "Blapathy!" "Blapathy!" for this show includes Dave Willey, Jon Stubbs, Mike Johnson, Mark Harris, Farrell Lowe, Elaine diFalco and possibly Jason duMars. Bob is playing with Mike Johnson, Dave Kerman, Dave Campbell, Dave Willey, Jason duMars and Sharon Bradford. It will be fun!

The "Tin Box Papers" CD is 2 songs away from completion. Phew!

Dave W. and Elaine diFalco are slowly recording for an as-yet-untitled CD...we'll keep you posted!
Hugh Hopper

HUMI - a new project with Yumi Hara Cawkwell, sensual improvised music. Hugh Hopper on bass and loops, Yumi on keyboards and voice. 

Check out at www.myspace.com/humimyspace


Gigs 2008

18/19 Jan 2008 Rodeo Club, Athens, Greece: HH, David Cross, The Explorers 

29 Jan 2008 Bonn, Germany: Soft Machine Legacy 

31 Jan 2008 Lille, France: Soft Machine Legacy 

08 Feb 2008 Kettles Yard, Cambridge: HH guest with Delta Sax Quartet 

15 Feb 2008 (TBC)Whitney Museum, NYC: Bone 

14 March 2007 Cordes Sensibles Festival, France: HH, Michel Gentils, Shamal Maitra 

11/12 April 2008 (TBC)Tel Aviv: Brainville3 

17 April 2008 Roma, Italy: Brainville3 

18 April 2008 Firenze, Italy: Brainville3 

19 April 2008 Gorizia, Italy: Brainville3 

22 April 2008 Pescara, Italy; Brainville3 

24 April 2008 Le Triton, Paris, France: Brainville3 DVD launch 

25 April 2008 Spirit of 66. Verviers, Belgium: Brainville3 

23/24 May 2008 Bourgoin-Jallieu, France: Canterbury festival: HH, P Miller, P Meyer, D Malherbe et al 

12-26 June 2008 (TBC)Japan Tour HUMI (HH and Yumi Hara Cawkwell)
Machine and the Synergetic Nuts
We Machine and the Synergetic Nuts have no plans to play in near

future because our keyboard player is busy with his work and raising his child.

but we have few songs written, so when we're ready to start, we will be active.

So far,  Sudoh has started to play solo, and bass player Hiroyuki

also plays solo (he is singing his songs now).

sax player Mahimahi is playing in a pop music band.

Machine and the Synergetic Nuts’ myspace is:

http://www.myspace.com/msnuts
Sudoh’s myspace:

http://www.myspace.com/sudoh
Mats/Morgan Band

Upcoming tour dates

4/3, Jeriko, Malmö (Mats and Morgan with Gustaf Hielm)

8/3, 21st Anniversary Schizoid Boat, Stockholm (MATS/MORGAN ALL STAR TEAM) 

Featuring Fredrik Thordendal of Meshuggah, Lars Hollmer of Samla Mammas Manna, and Mattias IA Eklund of Freak Kitchen. 

Music of Mats/Morgan, Thordendal, Hollmer and Zappa will be performed!

Tickets still available here! www.myspace.com/melloboat
29/3+30/3, Fasching, Stockholm (Mats and Morgan with Gustaf Hielm)

30/5, Le Triton Le Lilas (France) (Mats and Morgan with Gustaf Hielm)

Morgan Ågren TOURBOOK 1991-2007 DVD will finally be released by Cuneiform Records January 28.

The DVD contains various recordings made during a 16-year span, including live and studio recordings featuring Mats/Morgan Band (as a quintet, trio and duo), Fleshquartet, [BOX], The Music of Captain Beefheart, Simon Steensland Kamikaze United, Freddie Wadling, Magma/Vander tribute, Drumkit From Hell sessions, Fredrik Thordendal sessions, etc. Plus lots of solo drums. Total playing time: 1 hour, 47 minutes. The DVD will be released together with a new live CD with Mats/Morgan Band, titled HEAT BEATS LIVE! DVD previews here: http://youtube.com/watch?v=E9w8te3kapk
More here: www.myspace.com/morganagren
Cuneiform Records will also release Mats/Morgan´s debut album TRENDS AND OTHER DISEASES. 

It is remastered with bonus tracks and will be available late February.

www.myspace.com/matsmorganband

www.morganagren.com
www.myspace.com/morganagren

The Microscopic Septet
In Dec 2007 The Microscopic Septet completed a tour of Europe, including dates in Berlin, Hannover, Dresden, Ilmenau, Halle, Amsterdam, and a live show which was recorded for broadcast on Radio Bremen. The shows were well-received everywhere and in Hannover, Hannoversche Allgemeine Zeitung wrote, 

“Are these elderly gentlemen in their funny suits the Microscopic Septet indeed – those musicians that had been praised as the Future of Jazz twenty five years ago? - Well, they are! The Jazz-Neurotics from New York start off with rather ironic-free Happy-Hour-Swing. But already the second tune makes things clear: It must be the Micros: unmistakable & a little bit weird. The arrangements offer a hilarious mixture from swing-clichés & calculated cacophony, a mixture which is still very appealing. Highlights are Philip Johnston’s subtle reed-arrangements in big band-style as well as Joel Forrester’s grotesque piano phrases.”

The Micros then returned to New York for a triumphant gig at Sweet Rhythm, and to record material for a new CD, the first new Micros recording since 1988, to be released in September on Cuneiform. Their regret at the departure of long-time Micro Paul Shapiro was tempered by joy at the addition of Mike Hashim on tenor saxophone.

Anticipating the Sweet Rhythm gig, the New York Times wrote, “Last year the complete output of this high-spirited outfit was reissued by Cuneiform, thwarting any notion that jazz in the 1980s was strictly a conservative affair. Here — on the heels of a European tour, and on the eve of a studio session — the group plays previously unreleased tunes by its diabolical resident composers, the pianist Joel Forrester and the soprano saxophonist Phillip Johnston.”

The Micros plan another European tour in late 2008, to promote the release of their new Cuneiform CD, and several gigs in the US, TBA.

For further info see:

www.microscopicseptet.com

www.myspace.com/themicroscopicseptet
Miriodor

Miriodor is currently working on it's upcoming CD. It should be called Avanti!

We're looking for a release somewhere in 2009. At this stage, I think we can say

that there will be less pieces but longer ones, on this CD. And there will be some guests, but

it's too soon to drop names.

Also, note that Bernard Falaise's second solo CD (Clic) will be out in January.

Being one of the very few persons who got a copy, I can tell you that it's very, very good!

Lots of people on this one, lots of different instruments. It's definitely worth listening

or purchasing for any fan of adventurous music! Check it out!

The Muffins

"THE MUFFINS have completed basic rhythm tracks for a new CD.  We are now doing overdubs.  We expect to complete it midyear.  Guest star (s) to be announced! 

We do not tour, and are seeking festivals or other similar events to play.   News on the new disc and any gigs will be announced on www.paulsears.net.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  -Paul & The Muffins"
Richard Pinhas

NEWS-Nouvelles du front:

+R.Pinhas/Merzbow: Cd, status: mixed. Sortie septembre 2008 sur CUNEIFORM, USA

+Richard Pinhas, next CD. Status: recording till the end of avril (with: Wolf eyes, Merzbow, Antoine Paganotti, J.Schmidt etc...). Mix during summer. Status: on going(14 hours a day:-)

+january 2008: 1 track:" SPOOTNICK MANON", on the SOC Spootnik Compilation, Berlin.Status:mixed.

+Avril 2008: Allemagne, festival in Berlin + 3 dates

+Rentrée Septembre: octobre 2008: "fat" concert à PArist(avec invités: Merzbow, John from Wolf eyes if avalaible,Antoine Paganotti, J.Schmidt etc...and Surprises!)

+2OO9: USA+canada Tour+festivals

+Perhaps in 2OO8: single avec Maurice Dantec: Marie Zorn. Status: mixed(France only)

For more info, please contact:

Richard Pinhas: richard.pinhas@gmail.com

Jerome Schmidt: jerome@inculte.fr
Planeta Imaginario

Upcoming Shows:

18 january: Auditori (concert hall) of Barcelona, Spain

6 february: Luz de gas: Barcelona, Spain

Looking for gigs outside Spain.

Currently writing for new material, we expect to begin a recording session in summer.

Radio Massacre International

 

We are pleased to report that we have been asked to play Nearfest 2008 on June 22nd, in Bethlehem, Pa. www.nearfest.com
  

This adds greatly to the momentum we felt we have built over 2007,which was possibly our best year to date. We finished and released our `Rain Falls In Grey' album on Cuneiform in September, which we launched at the Y Theatre in Leicester, UK. Our November visit to the U.S. was a great success musically and socially, we had a fantastic time and were made to feel really at home. 

We are currently recording the soundtrack for a film to be released late spring, details to be finalized.

 

Following the appointment of a new webmaster, we will be unveiling a new improved site as soon as possible at www.radiomassacreinternational.com 

We continue to resist MySpace with a minimum of difficulty.

 

We're looking for European mainland gigs in Autumn 2008 !
Roswell Rudd

Roswell Rudd/ Yomo Toro - EL ESPIRITU JIBARO released last May on Sunnyside

Roswell Rudd - two new releases spring 2008

ROSWELL RUDD QUARTET  - June 24th release date on Sunnyside

Roswell Rudd/ David Oquendo Duo - to be released on Pimiento in the spring

Roswell Rudd Festival - Catania, Sicily   July 9 - 12 - 4 of his groups

Presently recording his TROMBONE SHOUT with a grant from the New York State Music Fund through Rockefeller Philanthropies

http://www.roswellrudd.com

do a search for Roswell Rudd on You Tube and see him in China, Mongolia, Siberia, Jewport Jazz Festival and with the NYAQ in Wilisau

Roswell Rudd in the New York Times:

http://travel.nytimes.com/2007/11/23/travel/escapes/23away.html?ref=todayspaper

Roswell Rudd will perform a duo with Terry Adams at The Stone on January  27th
Wadada Leo Smith

2008 PERFORMANCE DATES:

Feb. 9th - Wadada Leo Smith's Seven: performing at S. Steven Dweck Center,in the Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn NY

Feb. 18th - Harvard Univ, Film Dept. Wadada Leo Smith Solo performance with the films of Robert Fenz, Boston Ma.

March 6th & 7th - At The Other Minds Music Festival With Del Sol String Quartet and Wadada Leo Smith 

and Anthony Brown performing compositions by Wadada Leo Smith San Francisco Ca.

March 13th - Wadada Leo Smith’s Organic at the C.C. Luchtbal, Antwerp, Belgian

March 14th - Wadada Leo Smith’s Organic, Banlieus Bleues Jazz Festival, Paris France

March 16th -  Wadada Leo Smith and Roscoe Mitchell Duo, Castel San Pietro Terme, Italy 

March 17th - Wadada Leo Smith & Roscoe Mitchell Duo, Milan Italy

April 24th - Wadada Leo Smith in Workshop at Sydney conservatory, Sydney, Australia

April 25th - Wadada Leo Smith in Workshop at Wollongong, Australia

April 26th - Wadada Leo Smith’s 6 at SIMA Sydney, Australia

April 27th - Wadada Leo Smith’s 6 at Bennett’s Lane, Melbourne Australia

April 29th - Wadada Leo Smith’s 6 at NMIT Collega Melbourne Australia

July - August 5th - Wadada Leo Smith at The Residency Artists Program at Djerassi Foundation, Northern Ca.

Thinking Plague

It is confirmed.  TP will appear at the Gouveia Art Rock Festival in Gouveia, Portugal this April, 2008. The dates of the festival, however, were changed, and TP is slotted to play on Sunday April 6th.  In addition, the band will perform in Paris at Le Triton on Saturday, March 29th.  Other shows are still being nailed down, but we expect to have a show in Wurzburg, Germany on April 1st, and to share a billing with Yugen in Milan, Italy on Friday, April 4th.  As previously reported, this will inaugurate a new live performance (and hopefully studio) unit, featuring Stevan Tickmayer (Science Group) on piano and electronic keyboards/samples, and the return of David Kerman (5UUs, Present, Ahvak, Blast, UTotem, etc.) on drums and percussion.  In addition, we have now acquired the talents of Elaine DiFalco (Caveman Shoestore, Hughscore) as “co-vocalist”. 

We are now taking inquiries regarding other appearances, festivals, etc.  If interested, please contact us at Tplague@aol.com
University of Errors

Daevid Allen's University Of Errors 2008 

This year U of E are looking forward to a tour in May and beyond. 

Booking is in progress for shows in Holland, Israel, Sweden, Norway and England during May. 

As it becomes clearer there will be details on our website and myspace. 

Our shows in Brazil in November 2007 were successful beyond expectations. 

We hope to be going back for more shows during the summer. 

Here is a link to what happened in November -- http://www.invisivel.com.br/daevid
Releases planned are a DVD of our performance at the Gong Family Unconventional Gathering from November 2006 and also a possible DVD and CD documenting the Brazil gigs. 

And as always we are trying to figure out how to write and record a new studio album with members living thousands of miles apart --- 

Daevid completed his 70th trip around the sun on January 13.

Upsilon Acrux

First up, we're played the 10 year anniversary of the Smell's existence on January 4th!! Our last 3 shows were, Mission of Burma, the Locust and the Locust were we were lucky enough to get 400 kids moshing both nights.

Upsilon Acrux has a Spaceland residency for the remaining Sundays in January, this is a rare thing for us and Spaceland. One has already happened and it was pretty awesome!!! These shows are free.

1-20-08: Bi Polar Bear, Peter Kolovos/Chris Hathwell duo, Abe Vigoda

1-27-08: Brady Miller Band, Bobb Bruno, Ancestors, Anavan

These shows are free!!! So send word for anyone who's curious. This is a very cool environment to see us in, drinking, smoking indoors, pool, nice beers and a great sound system and we go on at 11 pm every time.

We are writing new material, a lot of new material, and we are looking to get out of the country.

We're interested in playing Europe and Japan and anywhere else where festivals happen and we can book a tour based around that. 

Send me a message thru myspace or echoparkcrack@yahoo.com and get us to your festival and country.

PS: Go  here to vote for us in a local magazine's album of the year: www.larecord.com

Volapük

Here is Guigou from Volapük (in Avignon, France) speaking !! We’d like to announce the creation of the website of our collective: www.collectif-inoui.org  

On this website people can find info on all activities, including Volapük. So far, most of it is in French, but people can check video extracts, musical extracts, contacts etc... plus we are working on English translations of all these texts (on the Volapük page, if you click on the "PDF" doc joined, you can find an english bio).

About concerts of Volapük:

We are working on a "spring" tour. We don't have all the dates but I can already tell you that we will play in Czech Republic from the April 1st to the 6th, the April 2nd in Brno, the 6th in Pardubice Divadlo, the 8th at Stanica in Zilina (Slovakia) and the 10th in Vittorio Veneto (Italy), the 11th in Schio (Italy /Centro Sociale) and the 12th in Meldola (Italy / Area Sismica). 

CUNEIFORM ARTIST TOURS

BEAT CIRCUS

February 6 - AS220 - Providence, RI 

February 7 - Space Gallery - Portland, ME 

February 8 - Asbury Lanes - Asbury Park, NJ (with Nervous Cabaret)

February 9 - Knitting Factory (main space) - NYC, NY (with Humanwine and The Cassettes)

February 10 - Black Cat - Washington, DC (with The Cassettes)

February 11 - WXYC - Chapel Hill, NC

February 12 - Eyedrum - Atlanta, GA

February 13 -Nightlight - 405 1/2 West Rosemary St. - Chapel Hill, NC (with Kristy Kruger)

February 14 - The Khyber - 56 South Second Street - Philadelphia, PA 19106 (with The West Philadelphia Orchestra)

February 15 - Union Pool - Brooklyn, NY (with Flaming Fire)

February 16 - Middle East Downstairs - Cambridge, MA (with Humanwine, O'Death and Hallelujah The Hills)

BONE (NICK DIDKOVSKY / HUGH HOPPER / JOHN ROULAT)

Friday, February 15 - The Whitney - Madison and 75th Street - NYC 7:00 pm (with Doctor Nerve and 
Sirius String Quartet)

Saturday, February 16 - Orion - 2903 Whittington Avenue, Suite "C" - Baltimore, MD 21230 (with Doctor 
Nerve)

CLAUDIA QUINTET
March 15 - Bergamo Festival - Via S. Tomaso, 52 - 24121 Bergamo (BG), Italy (+39) 035 240140

March 16 - Snow Jazz Festival -Gastein, Austria

March 18 - A-Trane - Pestalozzistr. 105 - 10625 Berlin, Germany (+49) 30 3132550

March 19 - Jazz House - Copenhagen, Denmark

in April Claudia will be doing a US tour to record their fifth album of all new compositions. Cities planned to be visited include:

Denver, CO, Boulder, CO, Santa Fe, NM, NTSU, TX, University of Arlington, TX, Phoenix, AZ, San Diego, CA. - 

WATCH THIS SPACE for more definitive information!

DOCTOR NERVE (including NEW works for Nerve - the first new tunes in too long)

Friday, February 15 - The Whitney - Madison and 75th Street - NYC 7:00 pm (with Bone and Sirius String Quartet)

Saturday, February 16 - Orion - 2903 Whittington Avenue, Suite "C" - Baltimore, MD 21230 (with Bone)

FORGAS BAND PHENOMENA


May 17 - Jazz Club - Auxerre, France

HUGH HOPPER


January 18 & 19 - Rodeo Club - Athens, Greece

March 14 - Festival Cordes Sinsibles - St-Medard-En-Jalles, France (Hugh + Michel Gentils & Shyamal 
Maitra)

with SOFT MACHINE LEGACY

January 29 - Harmonie - Bonn, Germany

January 31 - Festival Jazz en Nord - Theatre Charcot - Lille, France

with THE DELTA SAX QUARTET

February 8 - Kettles Yard - Cambridge, UK

with BONE
Friday, February 15 - The Whitney - Madison and 75th Street - NYC 7:00 pm (with Doctor Nerve and 
Sirius String Quartet)

Saturday, February 16 - Orion - 2903 Whittington Avenue, Suite "C" - Baltimore, MD 21230 (with Doctor 
Nerve)

with BRAINVILLE 3 (Daevid Allen/Chris Cutler/Hugh Hopper)

April 11/12 - Tel Aviv , Israel
April 17 - Rome, Italy

April 18 - Florence, Italy

April 19 - Gorizia, Italy

April 22 - Pescara, Italy

April 24 - Le Triton - 11 bis, rue du Coq Francais - 93260, Les Lilas (Paris) France (DVD launch)

April 25 - Spirit of 66 - Verviers, Belgium

MATS/MORGAN BAND


March 4 - Jeriko, Malmö, Sweden

March 8 - 21st Anniversary Schizoid Boat - Stockholm, Sweden (MATS/MORGAN ALL STAR TEAM : 
Featuring Fredrik Thordendal of Meshuggah, Lars Hollmer of Samla Mammas Manna, and Mattias 
IA Eklund of Freak Kitchen. Music of Mats/Morgan, Thordendal, Hollmer and Zappa will be 
performed!

March 29 and March 30 - Fasching - Stockholm, Sweden

May 30 - Tristonales - Le Triton - Les Lilas (Paris) France

Phil MILLER / IN CAHOOTS
March 1 - Terry O'Toole Theatre - North Hykesham, Lincoln, UK

March 29 - Hotel Bologna - Mestre (near Venice), Italy

June 3 - Spirit of 66 - Verviers, Belgium

June 4 - Le Triton - 11 bis, rue du Coq Francais - 93260, Les Lilas (Paris) France

RICHARD PINHAS


April - Berlin Festival - Germany

September/October - concert event in Paris with Merzbow, Antoine Paganotti, Jerome Schmidt, etc

PLANTETA IMAGINARIA


January 18 - Auditori (Concert Hall) - Barcelona, Spain

February 6 - Luz de Gas - Barcelona, Spain

THINKING PLAGUE


March 29 - Le Triton - 11 bis, rue du Coq Francais - 93260, Les Lilas (Paris) France

April 6 - Gouveia Art Rock Festival - Gouveia, Portugl

UNIVERS ZERO


February 15 - Centre Culturel "La Posterie" - Rue Philippe Monnoyer, 46 - 6180 - Courcellees, Belgium 
(with Metropolis)

UPSILON ACRUX

January 20 – Spaceland - Los Angeles, CA w/ Bi Polar Bear, Peter Kolovos/Chris Hathwell duo, Abe 
Vigoda

January 27 - Spaceland - Los Angeles, CA w/  Brady Miller Band, Bobb Bruno, UA, Ancestors, Anavan

Cuneiform Artist Websites

Ahleuchatistas


http://www.ahleuchatistas.com/


http://www.myspace.com/ahleuchatistas


Alec K. Redfearn and the Eyesores


http://www.aleckredfearn.com

http://www.myspace.com/aleckredfearnandtheeyesores

http://aleckredfearn.blogspot.com

Beat Circus




http://www.beatcircus.net

http://www.myspace.com/beatcircus

Birdsongs of the Mesozoic


http://www.birdsongsofthemesozoic.com

http://www.myspace.com/birdsongsofthemesozoic


Raoul Björkenheim

http://www.raoulbjorkenheim.com

http://www.musicfinland.com/bjorkenheim

Blast


http://www.blast4tet.nl



Bone


http://www.doctornerve.org/bone/


David Borden

http://www.mothermallard.com


Boud Deun


http://www.persingermusic.com/


http://www.myspace.com/bouddeun


http://www.myspace.com/presterjohn

George Cartwright

http://www.georgecartwright.com



Graham Collier


http://www.jazzcontinuum.com



Lol Coxhill

http://www.lolcoxhill.com/

Deus Ex Machina


http://www.derepublica.com/



Djam Karet


http://www.djamkaret.com/


http://www.myspace.com/djamkaret


Doctor Nerve


http://www.doctornerve.org


http://www.punosmusic.com

http://www.algomusic.com

Paul Dunmall


http://www.mindyourownmusic.co.uk



Forrest Fang

http://www.forrestfang.com



Far Corner


http://www.far-corner.com


http://www.myspace.com/farcornerband


Fast ‘N’ Bulbous


http://www.phillipjohnston.com/fnbband.htm


http://www.garylucas.com

Forever Einstein


http://www.forevereinstein.com/



Forgas Band Phenomena

http://calyx.club.fr/forgas



Fred Frith


http://www.fredfrith.com



Peter Frohmader


http://www.peterfrohmader.de


http://www.nekropolis.de


http://www.nekropolis-23.de

Guapo


http://www.guapo.co.uk


http://guaponews.blogspot.com


http://www.myspace.com/guapoband

Hamster Theatre


http://www.hamstertheatre.com


http://www.generalrubric.com/hamster/main.html

http://www.myspace.com/hamstertheatre

Happy the Man


http://www.happytheman.com



Hugh Hopper

http://www.burningshed.com/hopper/



Richard Leo Johnson

http://www.richardleojohnson.com


http://www.rlj3.com


http://www.charlie-shoe.com

Henry Kaiser

http://www.henrykaiser.net



Larval

http://www.myspace.com/billbrovold



Machine and the Synergetic Nuts


http://www.myspace.com/msnuts

The Mahavishnu Project
http://www.mahavishnuproject.com

http://www.greggbendian.com


Mats/Morgan Band


http://www.morganagren.com



http://www.myspace.com/matsmorganband  
Phil Miller (In Cahoots)


http://www.philmiller-incahoots.co.uk/



Miriodor


http://www.miriodor.com



Virgil Moorefield


http://www.virgilmoorefield.com/



NeBeLNeST


http://www.nebelnest.com


http://www.myspace.com/nebelnest


Philharmonie


http://laspada.perso.cegetel.net/


http://laspada.perso.cegetel.net/philharmonie/philharmonie1eng.html


Richard Pinhas


http://www.richardpinhas.com


http://www.myspace.com/RichardPinhas


Planeta Imaginario


http://www.planetaimaginario.eu/

http://www.myspace.com/planetaimaginario 
Present


http://www.totalzoo.com/present/



Proto-Kaw


http://www.proto-kaw.net


http://www.protokaw.com


http://www.numavox.com

Radio Massacre International

http://www.radiomassacreinternational.com/



Rich Woodson’s Ellipsis


http://richwoodson.com/


http://www.myspace.com/richwoodsonsellipsis


Ray Russell


http://www.rayrussell.co.uk/


http://www.myspace.com/rayrussell


Wadada Leo Smith

http://music.calarts.edu/~wls/



John Surman


http://www.johnsurman.com



The Claudia Quintet


http://www.johnhollenbeck.com


http://www.myspace.com/theclaudiaquintet


The Danubians

http://www.amydenio.com

http://www.myspace.com/deniomusic


The Ed Palermo Big Band


http://www.palermobigband.com



The Microscopic Septet

http://www.microscopicseptet.com


http://www.phillipjohnston.com/micros.htm

http://www.myspace.com/themicroscopicseptet

The Muffins

http://www.themuffins.org



Thinking Plague


http://www.thinkingplague.org/


http://www.myspace.com/thinkingplaguemusic


Time of Orchids


http://www.timeoforchids.com


http://www.myspace.com/timeoforchids


U Totem


http://www.rotarytotem.com



Univers Zero


http://www.univers-zero.com/



University of Errors

http://www.universityoferrors.com/


http://www.myspace.com/universityoferrors


Upsilon Acrux

http://www.myspace.com/upsilonacrux


Yang

http://laspada.perso.cegetel.net/


http://www.myspace.com/yanggroup

http://laspada.perso.cegetel.net/yang/yangeng.html

Zaar


http://www.zaarweb.com



January 2008 New Releases

THE BROTHERHOOD OF BREATH   –   *ECLIPSE AT DAWN*   –  CD (Rune 262) JAZZ

featured musicians: Chris McGregor (piano), Louis Moholo (drums), Harry Miller (double bass), Harry Beckett (trumpet), Mark Charig (trumpet), Nick Evans (trombone), Malcolm Griffiths (trombone), Dudu Pukwana (alto sax),  Mike Osborne (alto sax), Alan Skidmore (tenor sax), Gary Windo (tenor sax)

In an era not known for its jazz big bands – the 1970s – the Brotherhood of Breath emerged from adversity and did the impossible. Based in London and led by white South African Chris McGregor, the Brotherhood made music that both swung in the big band tradition of Duke Ellington and Count Basie from days long past, and sqwonked in shared spirit with the new avant jazz improvising groups like the Globe Unity Orchestra – all at the same time, in a single tune. Fueling and firing it all were the rhythms of kwela, high life and other traditional African musics from the core band members’ youth. The result – joyous and jubilant, sounding like no one else – was not merely a breath of fresh air for British jazz, but a revelation. As *All About Jazz* notes: “...it can be argued that it was the arrival of the Blue Notes…and their eventual metamorphosis into the core of the Brotherhood that rescued British jazz and gave many young players...a forum to make their mark....”  While now cultural fusion is the norm in popular music and audience crossover a mainstream goal in the music industry, McGregor’s work with The Brotherhood of Breath and its predecessor, The Blue Notes, a racially-mixed band based in South Africa, was groundbreaking politically, socially, and musically in its time.  Cuneiform Record’s newest release by Chris McGregor’s Brotherhood Of Breath, *ECLIPSE AT DAWN*, continues the label’s efforts to introduce  the Brotherhood’s music to a new generation of fans. Cuneiform’s releases have sparked a renaissance of interest in the vibrant jazz scene surrounding the South African expatriate musicians in London in the ‘60s-70s – a scene whose roots lay in the adversity of Apartheid.

The Brotherhood made only a handful of recordings during their lifetime. In the 2000s, to augment the Brotherhood’s scarce (and mostly out of print) recorded output and reawaken interest in the band, Cuneiform began to release previously unreleased live recordings of Brotherhood concerts. Cuneiform Record’s newest release by Chris McGregor’s Brotherhood Of Breath, *ECLIPSE AT DAWN*, features a previously unreleased live recording of the Brotherhood’s performance at the Berliner Philharmonie on November 4, 1971 as part of the Berliner Jazztage Festival. The CD is accompanied by a 16-page booklet containing liner notes by Marcello Carlin and historical photos of the band, taken by Roberto Masotti at the actual Berliner Jazztage Festival concert. *ECLIPSE AT DAWN* is essential listening for  anyone interested in:  jazz big bands, 1970s and 1980s jazz, world music, jazz & world-music fusions, the anti-apartheid movement and the African diaspora, and British jazz.

Press commentary on Cuneiform's past Brotherhood of Breath releases:

“…a new Brotherhood of Breath live CD reminds us of what a wild party they were – and a smack in apartheid’s face.  … This stuff is raw and unfiltered. It is as potent as backwoods moonshine. And it is beyond indispensable.”    – Ken Egbert, *Tone Clusters*

“Theirs is a story that should be known by heart by all those claiming a scholarly interest in jazz, as it exemplifies that pain and grace that give voice to the music. For those who don’t know their story, take this disc to the woodshed.” – Bill Shoemaker,  *Jazz Times*

*********

BEAT CIRCUS   –   *DREAMLAND*        –        CD  (Rune 264)          

ROCK / POST-ROCK / POST CABARET / NEW WEIRD AMERICANA

Produced by Martin Bisi (Sonic Youth, Swans, The Dresden Dolls, Barbez), Beat Circus’ *DREAMLAND* is an astonishing CD: a dark American epic, cinematic in its scope. It is the first part in a Weird American Gothic trilogy of song cycles written by singer/songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Brian Carpenter, the leader of Beat Circus – a band aligned with Boston’s internationally recognized post-cabaret music scene (The Dresden Dolls, Reverend Glasseye and HUMANWINE). The *DREAMLAND* song cycle is based on historical fact – real people and events in the turn of the century Coney Island amusement park of the same name – interwoven with Carpenter’s fictional tale of an impoverished, alcoholic gold miner who makes a pact with the devil before fleeing eastward to work in Dreamland’s sideshows. In Carpenter’s own words: “…tis a tale of dreams and nightmares, the conscious mind and the subconscious mind, responsibility and consequence.” To bring his historical fiction to life, Carpenter created a 150 page musical score that blends Vaudeville, cabaret, parlor songs and other old-time, pre-jazz American popular musical forms with modern composition and post-rock. The resulting music is a surreal new-folk Americana, resounding and brutal in musical and emotional power. Blurring the lines between past and present, fact and fiction, nightmares and the American Dream, Beat Circus’ *DREAMLAND* exists in a perverse and magical netherworld, where reality shifts like sand on Coney Island’s shore.

Beat Circus' *DREAMLAND* CD is filled with unforgettable melodies and dark, gripping narratives. Outside of the music,  the *DREAMLAND* CD is, as a physical package,  a gorgeous object in and of itself, beautifully designed and lovingly researched and assembled. It contains a 12-page, full-color booklet that provides song titles, musician credits and lyrics (where applicable) for each track, gorgeously laid out by Dave Bias amidst original artwork and historical photos whose visuals expand and augment the meaning and mood of each song.  The original cover art was created by Brian Dewan, a NY-based multimedia artist/musician/filmmaker. The gorgeous visuals supplied by Bias and Dewan augment the meaning and mood of the music on *DREAMLAND*, and serve to further blur the line between historical fact and artistic fiction behind the Dreamland tale.

*DREAMLAND* is Beat Circus' second release, and its first recording on Cuneiform. Reviewing the band's debut, *All About Jazz* noted: “Their narrative songs evoke cabaret, Wild West saloons, circus sideshows, and Old World gypsies…but the prodigious musicianship and stylistic miscegenation is all modern; the results, refreshingly entertaining.” Beat Circus would likely please fans of Tom Waits, Carla Bley,  Nick Cave, Sleepytime Gorilla Museum, Kurt Weill, Bernard Herman and Danny Elfman.

Beat Circus will tour the East Coast USA in February.

 

Featured musicians on *DREAMLAND* include:  Steven Berson (cello), Holly Brewer (vocals), Brian Carpenter (vocals, harmonica, harmonium, toy piano, drums, trumpet, slide trumpet, tambourine, Mellotron, outside talker, stomping), Ron Caswell (tuba), Brian Dewan (electric zither; also did cover illustrator), Frank Difficult (electronics), DJ Hazard (chain gang, outside talker), Orion Rigel Dommisse (vocals), Curtis Hasselbring (trombone), Michael Hearst (theremin) [One Ring Zero], Käthe Hostetter (violin), Chris Jenkins (viola), Julia Kent (cello), Briggan Krauss (alto & baritone saxophones), Matt McLaren (drums, washboard, percussion/stomping), M. McNiss (chorus vocals, chain gang, outside talker). Alec K. Redfearn (accordion, jaw harp, stomping), Todd Robbins (piano) ragtime pianist & sideshow historian: Exec. Director of Coney Island USA & star of www.americancarny.com], Brandon Seabrook (banjo, mandolin), Sxip Shirey (bells, extended pennywhistle) multi-instrumentalist, Jesse Sparhawk (harp), Helen Yee (violin).

**********

MATS/MORGAN BAND -

*HEAT BEATS LIVE* + *TOURBOOK 1991-2007* by MORGAN AGREN – 
CD+DVD (Rune 265-266)        

ROCK  / JAZZ-ROCK  / FUSION

Singled out by iconoclastic genius Frank Zappa while youthful prodigies and invited to join Zappa’s touring band before his death, the Swedish musicians Mats Öberg (keyboards) and Morgan Ågren (drums) remain today one of the longest-running (over 25 years!!) and most musically successful collaborations in the universe of fusion and progressive rock. Their Mats/Morgan Band has released eight albums and played countless festivals and concerts, and the two have also played and recorded with other bands, including appearing on a Grammy Award winning 1994 release by Zappa’s Universe. In addition, both have successful independent careers; among other projects, Mats recently released a solo recording and a CD with his band G.U.B.B.. Concurrently, regarded as “Sweden’s top drummer” [Sabian Cymbals], Morgan has played with Roine Stolt’s group Kaipa, Fredrik Thordendal (guitarist for Meshuggah), Simon Steensland, Artis the Spoonman, Glen Hughes, Terry Bozzio, Mike Keneally, Dennis Walley, his own brother, guitarist Jimmy Ågren, the electrified string group Fleshquartet, and many others. Mats and Morgan’s latest collaborative release, *HEAT BEATS LIVE*, a double-disc set from Cuneiform, showcases the matured promise that Zappa saw in the Swedish wunderkinds decades before. 

This new double-disc Cuneiform release contains *HEAT BEATS LIVE*, a CD featuring recent live recordings by the Mats/Morgan Band at Stockholm’s Club Fasching in May 2005 and April 2007, and in France at Le Triton, a club near Paris, in Sept. 2007. Besides Mats and Morgan, the live CD features performances by Tommy Tordsson (bass), Simon Steensland (baritone horn), Erik Steinberg (tenor sax), Martin Steinberg (alto sax), Jimmy Ågren (guitar), and Robert Elovsson (keyboards). Morgan has said in interviews that  “Mats/Morgan is first of all a live band,”and *Expose* has noted that “the two most striking things when seeing them live is that keyboardist Mats Öberg, who is blind, plays like a monster, and that drummer Morgan Agren is a beast. …they are a fusion-ish instrumental band of almost impossible virtuosity and a palatable sense of fun.”  *HEAT BEAT LIVE* shows the Mats/Morgan Band hot and grooving at its fiery, chopfest best. The Mats/Morgan Band would be of interest for fans of Allan Holdsworth, King Crimson, National Health, Return To Forever, Stevie Wonder and Frank Zappa.

The Cuneiform release also includes the first-ever DVD released by either of the band’s leaders, titled TOURBOOK 1991-2007, which features live and studio video footage of Morgan Ågren. *TOURBOOK 1991-2007* is a drum extravaganza: a 16-year overview of Morgan’s work. Containing nearly two hours of music in 65 tracks, it features Morgan playing both solo and with his “favorite musicians”, including the Christer Karlberg Trio, Frederick Thordendal, Fleshquartet, Simon Steensland, P. Tjernberg, Jannis Eliasson Band, and playing Beefheart and Magma tributes. Most notably, the DVD features Morgan playing with the Mats/Morgan Band on numerous tracks – these are the first-ever DVD recordings released of that band.

Mutually pleased with their collaboration on *THANKS FOR FLYING WITH US* (their first release on Cuneiform) and *HEAT BEATS LIVE*, Mats and Morgan and Cuneiform Records recently signed a deal for Cuneiform to reissue, with bonus material, Mats and Morgan’s first six recordings, originally available only in Sweden. Limited promo copies of Cuneiform’s Mats & Morgan reissues will be available to the press on special request. The first of these reissues is now available:

MATS/MORGAN BAND *TRENDS AND OTHER DISEASES*              CD        (Rune 267)       CUNEIFORM reissue       

**********

PLANETA IMAGINARIO   –   *BIOMASA*   –   CD   (Rune 268)

ROCK / JAZZ ROCK/ FUSION

Biomasa features the octet of bandleader Marc Capel Nadal (keyboards), Vasco Miguel Trilla Gomes dos santos (drums), Josep “Manre” Manresa Zafra (fretless bass), Eneko Alberdi Laskurain (guitar), and a four-piece wind section that includes The-Hien Trinh (trombone), Herman “Mehl” Baureker (alto sax), Rafa Gómez López (tenor saxophone), and Guillermo Villa Vald´s (trumpet, flugelhorn).

The band Planeta Imaginario (Imaginary Planet) is an extraordinary eight piece Spanish jazz-rock/fusion group that plays creative, genre bending electric fusions. Founded in Barcelona in 1999, the band is named after a radically creative children's TV show from the early 1980s. In its music, Planeta Imaginario takes listeners on a magical, sonic journey to a musical Utopia, touching like a time capsule on three decades of jazz and rock and creating unique, new musical fusions of psychedelia and progressive rock. On *BIOMASA*, Planeta Imaginario blends geographically and temporally disparate musical influences, from the English Canterbury School (National Health, Gilgamesh, Hatfield and the North) of progressive rock, Chick Corea’s Spanish fusions, American guitar rock (a la The Allman Brothers Band), West African and Mediterranean rhythms into a fantastically creative, imaginative, evocative and uplifting musical brew. 

A studio recording, *BIOMASA* is Planeta Imaginario’s second album and its first release outside Spain, on Cuneiform. More mature and elaborate than the band’s previous compositions, *BIOMASA*’s songs include a world of musical references – everything from A to Z, Allman Brothers to Zappa, and influences from continents ranging from Africa to North America, Europe and beyond.   Fans of instrumental music (especially various fusions, jazz-rock, progressive rock and related musics) are encouraged to explore the work of this remarkable Spanish band, whose music should appeal to listeners of such diverse artists as: Anekdoten, AKA moon, Area, John Coltrane, Chick Corea, King Crimson, Avishai Cohen, Steve Coleman, Deus ex Machina, Gabriel Faure, Gilgamesh, Hatfield at the North, Pat Metheny, Nucleus, Soft Machine, Van der Graaf Generator, Frederic Mompou, National Health, Weather Report, Kenny Werner, Frank Zappa, and John Zorn. 

 Eurock: “If complex music is your thing, then this instrumental octet…will have your head spinning. Powerhouse fusion guitar is blended with symphonic keyboards and [a] wind section into a fusion of powerful arrangements and soaring solos…”

